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ORDINANCENO.O2021-002

ANORDINANCEoftheCityCounciloftheCityofTumwater,  
Washington, relatingtodogsandcatsandamendingChapter6.05of
theTumwaterMunicipalCodetoprohibitthesaleofdogsandcatsin
petshopsasmoreparticularlysetforthherein.    

WHEREAS, petstoressellingliveanimalshavetraditionallybeenasales
outletforyoungdogsandcatsbredin "puppymills" and "kittenmills" bothwithin
theUnitedStatesandabroad. AccordingtotheHumaneSocietyoftheUnited
States, itisestimatedthat10,000puppymillsproducemorethan2,400,000puppies
ayearintheUnitedStatesandthatmostpetstorepuppiesandmanypetstore
kittenscomefrompuppymillsandkittenmills, respectively. Whenconsumersbuy
puppiesandkittensfrompetstores, thereisastronglikelihoodthatconsumersare
unknowinglysupportingthepuppymillorkittenmillindustry; and

WHEREAS, thedocumentedabusesofpuppyandkittenmillsincludeover- 
breeding; inbreeding; minimaltonon-existentveterinarycare; lackofadequate
food, waterandshelter; lackofsocialization; lackofadequatespace; andthe
euthanizationofunwantedanimals. Theinhumaneconditionsinpuppyandkitten
millfacilitiesleadtohealthandbehavioralissuewithanimals, whichmany
consumersareunawareofwhenpurchasinganimalsfromretailersduetobotha
lackofeducationontheissueandmisleadingtacticsofretailersinsomecases.  
Thesehealthandbehavioralissues, whichmaynotpresentthemselvesuntilyears
afterthepurchaseoftheanimals, canimposeexorbitantfinancialandemotional
costsonconsumers; and

WHEREAS, thelackofenforcementresourcesatlocal, stateandfederal
levelsallowmanyinhumanepuppyandkittenmillstooperatewithimpunity.  
AccordingtoTheHumaneSocietyoftheUnitedStates, Americanconsumers
purchasedogsandcatsfrompetstoresthattheconsumersbelievetobehealthyand
geneticallysound, butinreality, theanimalsoftenfaceanarrayofhealthproblems
includingcommunicablediseasesorgeneticdisordersthatpresentimmediately
aftersaleorthatdonotsurfaceuntilseveralyearslater, allofwhichleadtocostly
veterinarybillsanddistresstothepetowners; and

WHEREAS, thecitiesofOlympia, Lacey, TumwaterandThurstonCounty
incursignificantcostsoperatingandcaringforthetreatmentofanimalsbrought
intoJointAnimalServices (JAS), includingfood, supplies, drugs, medicineand
chemicalmaterialsforsaidanimals. Eachyearthousandsofdogsandcatsare
euthanizedbecausetheyarenotwanted, manytimesduetosurrendersbypet
owners. ThisOrdinanceshouldreducethenumberofunwantedanimalsbroughtto
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organizationslikeJASwhomayhavehealthorbehavioralissues, whichwouldalso
servetoreducethefinancialburdenonTumwater’staxpayers. Further, consumers
maybemorelikelytoadoptadogoracatifdogsandcatswerenotreadilyavailable
forpurchaseinpetstores. Moreover, thereisalargefinancialbenefittoconsumers
whoadoptanimals, asthefeechargedbyJASisinmanycasessignificantlylower
thanthecostofpurchasingadogorcatfromapetstore; and

WHEREAS, areviewofinspectionreportsbytheStateofCaliforniaandthe
UnitedStatesDepartmentofAgriculture (USDA) frommorethanonehundred
breederswhosoldanimalstothenation'slargestretailpetstorechainrevealedthat
morethansixtypercent (60%) oftheinspectionsfoundseriousviolationsofbasic
animalcarestandards, includingsickordeadanimalsintheircages, lackofproper
veterinarycare, inadequateshelterfromweatherconditions, anddirty, unkempt
cagesthatweretoosmall; and

WHEREAS, accordingtoTheHumaneSocietyoftheUnitedStates,  
hundredsofthousandsofdogsandcatsintheUnitedStateshavebeenhousedand
bredatsubstandardbreedingfacilitiesknownas "puppymill" or "kittenfactories,"  
thatmassproduceanimalsforsaletothepublic; andmanyoftheseanimalsare
soldatretailinpetstores. Becauseofthelackofproperanimalhusbandrypractices
atthesefacilities, animalsbornandraisedtherearemorelikelytohavegenetic
disordersandlackadequatesocialization, whilebreedinganimalsutilizedthereare
subjecttoinhumanehousingconditionsareindiscriminatelydisposedofwhenthey
reachtheendoftheirprofitablebreedingcycle; and

WHEREAS, accordingtoUSDAinspectionreports, someadditional
documentedproblemsfoundatpuppymillsinclude (a) sanitationproblemsleading
toinfectiousdisease, (b) largenumbersofanimalsovercrowdedincages; (c) lackof
propveterinarycareforsevereillnessesandinjuries; (d) lackofprotectionfrom
harshweatherconditions; and (e) lackofadequatefoodandwater; and

WHEREAS, thehomelesspetproblemnotwithstanding, therearemany
reputabledogandcatbreederswhorefusetosellthroughpetstoresandwhowork
carefullytoscreenfamiliesandensuregood, lifelongmatches; and

WHEREAS, responsibledogandcatbreedersdonotselltheiranimalstopet
stores. TheUnitedKennelClub (UKC), thesecondoldestall-breedregistryof
purebreddogpedigreesintheUnitedStatesandthesecondlargestintheworld,  
asksallofitsmemberbreederstoagreetoaCodeofEthicswhichincludesapledge
nottoselltheirpuppiestopetstores. SimilarpledgesareincludedinCodesof
Ethicsformanybreedclubsforindividualbreeds; and
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WHEREAS, acrossthecountry, thousandsofindependentpetstoresaswell
aslargechainsoperateprofitablywithabusinessmodelfocusedonthesaleofpet
servicesandsuppliesandnotonthesaleofdogsandcats. Manyofthesestores
collaboratewithlocalanimalshelteringandrescueorganizationstoofferspaceand
supportforshowcasingadoptablehomelesspetsontheirpremises; and

WHEREAS, theTumwaterCityCouncilrecognizesthatnotalldogsandcats
retailedinpetstoresareproductsofinhumanebreedingconditionsandwouldnot
classifyeverycommercialbreedersellingdogsorcatstopetstoresasa "puppymill"  
or "kittenfactory," itistheCityCouncil'sbeliefthatpuppymillsandkitten
factoriescontinuetoexistinpartbecauseofpublicdemandandthesaleofdogsand
catsinpetstores; and

WHEREAS, theTumwaterCityCouncilfindsthatthecurrentstateofretail
saleofdogsandcatsinpetstoresintheCityofTumwaterisinconsistentwiththe
City'sgoaltobeacommunitythatcaresaboutanimalwelfare; and

WHEREAS, theTumwaterCityCouncilbelievesthateliminatingtheretail
saleofdogsandcatsinpetstoresintheCitywillpromotecommunityawarenessof
animalwelfareand, inturn, willfosteramorehumaneenvironmentintheCity;  
and

WHEREAS, theTumwaterCityCouncilalsobelievesthateliminationofthe
retailsaleofdogsandcatsinpetstoresintheCitywillalsoencouragepet
consumerstoadoptdogsandcatsfromshelters, therebysavinganimals' livesand
reducingthecosttothepublicofshelteringanimals; and

WHEREAS, thisOrdinancewillnotaffectaconsumer'sabilitytoobtaina
dogorcatofhisorherchoicedirectlyfromabreeder, abreed-specificrescueora
shelter; and

WHEREAS, intheUnitedStatesandCanadaalone, overforty (40) cities
haveenactedordinancesaddressingthesaleofpuppyandkittenmilldogsandcats,  

California; SanDiego, California;  includingChicago, Illinois; LosAngeles,  
Albuquerque, NewMexico; Austin, Texas; Brick, NewJersey; Poulsbo, Washington; 
Olympia, Washington, andToronto, Canada, tonamebutafew; and

WHEREAS, currentfederalandstatelawsandCityordinancesdonot
properlyaddressthesaleofpuppyandkittenmilldogsandcatsinCitybusiness
establishments; and

WHEREAS, theTumwaterCityCouncilbelievesitisinthebestinterestsof
theCitytoadoptreasonableregulationstoreducecoststotheCityandits
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residents, protecttheresidentsoftheCitywhomaypurchasecatsordogsfroma
petstoreorotherbusinessestablishment, helppreventtheseinhumaneconditions,  
promotecommunityawarenessofanimalwelfare, andfosteramorehumane
environmentintheCity; and

WHEREAS, theTumwaterCityCouncildesirestoamendChapter6.04of
theTumwaterMunicipalCodetoprohibittheretailsaleofdogsandcatsintheCity
ofTumwaterbyaddingthelanguageshownbelow;  

NOW, THEREFORE, THECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOF
TUMWATER, STATEOFWASHINGTON, DOESORDAINASFOLLOWS:  

Section1.  Findings. Theaboverecitalsareincorporatedhereinbyreference
andadoptedasthefindingsoftheTumwaterCityCouncil. 

Section2.  Section6.05.010, Definitions, ofChapter6.05oftheTumwater
MunicipalCodeisherebyamendedtoreadasfollows:  

6.05.010 Definitions.  
Thefollowingwordsandphrasesshallhavethefollowingmeaningsforpurposesof
thischapter:  

A.“Animalshelter” meansamunicipalorrelatedpublicagencyanimalshelter
devotedtotherescue, careandadoptionofstray, abandonedorsurrendered
animals, andwhichdoesnotbreedanimals.  

B.“Dog” meansananimaloftheCanidaefamilyoftheorderCarnivora.  

C.    “Cat” meansananimaloftheFelidaefamilyoftheorderCarnivora.   

D.    “Certificateofsource” shallmeanadocumentdeclaringthesourceofthedogor
catsoldortransferredbythepetstore. Thecertificateshallincludethenameand
addressofthesourceofthedogorcat,  

E.    “Existingpetstore” meansanypetstoreorpetstoreoperatorthatdisplayed,  
sold, delivered, offeredforsaleofferedforadoption, bartered, auctioned, gaveaway,  
orotherwisetransferreddogsorcatsintheCityofTumwaterpriortoMarch6,  
2021, andcompliedwithallapplicableprovisionsoftheTumwaterMunicipalCode.  

AF.    “Petanimal” meansdogs, cats, monkeysandprimates, rabbits, birds, guinea
pigs, hamsters, mice, snakes, iguanas, turtles, fishandanyotherspeciesofanimal
soldorretainedforthepurposeofbeingkeptasahouseholdpet.  
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BG.    “Petshop” or “Petstore” meansanystore, placeorestablishmentwithinthe
cityofTumwaterwherepetanimals, includingdogsandcats, areheldforsale
eitheratwholesaleorretailwiththeintentofmakingaprofit. Thetermshallnot
includekennelsasdefinedbythiscode.  

H.    “Petstoreoperator” meansapersonorlegalentitywhoownsoroperatesa
retailpetstore, orboth.  

I.    “Rescueorganization” meansanynonprofitorganizationthathastaxexempt
statusunderSection501(c)(3) oftheUnitedStatesInternalRevenueCode, whose
missionandpracticeis, inwholeorinsignificantpart, therescueandplacementof
dogsandcats. 

Ord. O2017-022, Amended, 12/05/2017; Ord. 1263, Added, 05/19/1992)  

Section3.  AnewSection6.05.012, ProhibitiononRetailSaleofDogsand
Cats, isherebyaddedtoChapter6.05oftheTumwaterMunicipalCodetoread
follows: 

6.05.012 ProhibitiononRetailSaleofDogsandCats.  

A.  NotwithstandinganyprovisionintheTumwaterMunicipalCodetothe
contrary, nopetstoreshalldisplay, sell, deliver, offerforsale, barter, auction, give
away, orotherwisetransferordisposeofdogsorcatsintheCityofTumwateronor
afterMarch6, 2021.  

B.  Exemptions.  ThisSectiondoesnotapplyto:  
1.  Apersonorestablishmentthatsells, delivers, offersforsale, barters,  

auctions, givesaway, orotherwisetransfersordisposesofanimalsthatwerebred
andrearedonthepremisesoftheretailestablishment;  

2.  Apubliclyoperatedanimalcontrolfacilityoranimalshelter;  
3.  Acharitable, nonprofitanimalhumanesocietyoranimalrescue

organizationwhichdoesnotacquireorselldogsorcatsforprofit;  
4.  Apubliclyoperatedanimalcontrolagency, nonprofithumanesociety,  

ornonprofitanimalrescueorganizationthatoperatesoutoforinconnectionwitha
petshop.   

C.  AdoptionofShelterandRescueAnimals.  NothinginthisSection
shallpreventapetshoporitsowneroremployeesfromprovidingspaceand
appropriatecareforanimalsownedbyapubliclyoperatedanimalcontrolagency,  
nonprofithumanesociety, ornonprofitanimalrescueorganizationandmaintained
atthepetshopforthepurposesofadoptingthoseanimalstothepublic.   
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Section4.  AnewSection6.05.014, ExistingPetStores, isherebyaddedto
Chapter6.05oftheTumwaterMunicipalCodetoreadasfollows:  

6.05.014 ExistingPetStores. 
Anexistingpetstoremaycontinuetodisplay, offerforsale, offerforadoption,  
barter, auction, giveaway, orotherwisetransferdogsandcatsuntilJune30, 2021. 

Section5.  AnewSection6.05.065, RecordKeepingandDisclosure, is
herebyaddedtoChapter6.05oftheTumwaterMunicipalCodetoreadasfollows:  

6.05.065 RecordKeepingandDisclosure.  
Apetshopshallmaintainrecordsstatingthenameandaddressofthepublicly
operatedanimalshelter, nonprofitanimalhumanesocietyoranimalrescue
organizationthateachdogorcatwasobtainedfromforatleastthree (3) years
followingthedateofacquisition. Suchrecordsshallbemadeavailableuponrequest
toaCitycodeenforcementofficeroranimalcontrolauthority. Eachpetshopshall
displayoneachcageorpencontainingadogorcat, alabelstatingthecertificateof
source, includingthenameandaddressoftheanimalshelterornonprofithumane
societyoranimalrescueorganizationwhichisthesourceforeachdogorcatinthe
cageorpen.  

Section6.  Section6.05.070, Inspection, oftheTumwaterMunicipalCodeis
herebyamendedtoreadasfollows:  

6.05.070 RightofEntryforInspectionandEnforcement. 
ItshallbeaconditionoftheissuanceofalicensethattheCityoritsanimalservices
officersshallhavetherightofentryintoanypetshopasallowedbyanylaw, code,  
constitutionalprovision, commonlaw, oranyotherlegalauthorityforthepurposes
of bepermittedtoinspectionofallanimalsandthepremiseswheretheanimalsare
kept, atreasonableintervalstoprotectthehealthandsafetyoftheanimalsandthe
communityandenforcementofthisChapter. Suchrightofinspectionshallextend
notonlytothepetshop, buttoanyplacewherepetanimalsheldforsalethrough
saidpetshoparelocatedorkept. Ifpermissionforsuchinspectionisrefused, the
licensemayberevokedordenied.  
Ord. 1263, Added, 05/19/1992)  

Section7.  Section6.05.090, Violation, ofChapter6.05oftheTumwater
MunicipalCodeisherebyamendedtoreadasfollows:  

6.05.090 Violation.  
Anyperson, firmorcorporationwhoviolatesanyprovisionofthischaptershall,  
uponconviction, bedeemedguiltyofamisdemeanorandsubjecttopunishmentin
accordancewiththeprovisionsofthiscode.Itshallbeacivilinfractionforany
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personorcorporationtoviolateorfailtocomplywithanyoftheprovisionsofthis
Chapter. Eachdayshallbeaseparateinfraction. Apersonorcorporationfoundto
havecommittedacivilinfractionshallbeassessedamonetarypenaltyasprovided
inTMCChapter1.10.   

A.  Firstoffense: Class3civilinfraction.  
B.  Secondoffensearisingoutofthesamefactsasthefirstoffense: Class2

civilinfraction. 
C.  Thirdoffensearisingoutofthesamefactsasthefirstoffenseandall

furtheroffensesarisingoutofthesamefactsasthefirstoffense: Class1civil
infraction.  
Ord. 1263, Added, 05/19/1992)  

Section8.  AnewSection6.05.110, AbatementofNuisance, isherebyadded
toChapter6.05ortheTumwaterMunicipalCodetoreadasfollows: 

6.05.110 AbatementofNuisance.  
TheCityretainstherighttoenforcetheprovisionofthisChapterinsuperiorcourt
byanyandalllegalmeansinitssolediscretion, includingbutnotlimitedto
pursuingabatementofanynuisancethroughinjunctivereliefandwarrantof
abatement.  

Section9.  Corrections.  TheCityClerkandcodifiersofthisordinanceare
authorizedtomakenecessarycorrectionstothisordinanceincluding, butnot
limitedto, thecorrectionofscrivener/clericalerrors, references, ordinance
numbering,section/subsectionnumbersandanyreferencesthereto.  

Section10.  Ratification.  Anyactconsistentwiththeauthorityandpriorto
theeffectivedateofthisordinanceisherebyratifiedandaffirmed.  

Section11.  Severability.  Theprovisionsofthisordinancearedeclared
separateandseverable.  Theinvalidityofanyclause, sentence, paragraph,  
subdivision, section, orportionofthisordinanceortheinvalidityoftheapplication
thereoftoanypersonorcircumstance, shallnotaffectthevalidityoftheremainder
oftheordinance, orthevalidityofitsapplicationtootherpersonsorcircumstances.  
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Section12.  EffectiveDate. Thisordinanceshallbecomeeffectivethirty (30)  
daysafterpassage, approvalandpublicationasprovidedbylaw.   

ADOPTEDthis dayof , 2021. 

CITYOFTUMWATER

PeteKmet, Mayor

ATTEST:  

MelodyValiant, CityClerk

APPROVEDASTOFORM: 

KarenKirkpatrick, CityAttorney

Published:  

EffectiveDate:  
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