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Customize these letter templates for state legislators, agriculture department officials, or state
veterinarians.

Letter template for affected states

Dear [NAME/TITLE],

| am writing as the [JOB TITLE] for NAME OF ORGANIZATION] in [STATE]. For our
organization, interstate animal transport is not a convenience but an operational necessity. It is
how we save lives, manage capacity, and serve our community. The policy decisions being
made right now about New World Screwworm (NWS) will directly shape whether that work can
continue.

| am not here to minimize the threat. NWS is serious, and we share your commitment to
containment. Our organization has increased veterinary oversight, and have trained staff to
identify, report, and treat suspected infestations. We are partners in this response, and we ask
that the regulatory environment reflect that partnership.

Our request is straightforward: adopt a Certificate of Veterinary Inspection-based framework for
companion animal transport, and do not extend restrictions to blanket statewide bans on animal
movement.

A CVI requirement — a licensed veterinarian inspection and signed attestation of freedom from
NWS infestation — provides meaningful protection while preserving the ability to move healthy
animals to homes that are waiting for them. This approach is supported by veterinary and
scientific consensus.

The USDA's guidance for agricultural animals is zone- and inspection-based, not a broad
prohibition, and its National Continuity of Business Movement Guidance explicitly excluded
companion animals from mandatory requirements.

The coalition of shelter medicine programs, veterinary schools, and national animal welfare
organizations that co-authored companion animal NWS guidance reached the same conclusion:
require treatment with long-acting parasiticides, require a CVI with attention to NWS signs, and
confine requirements to infestation zones.

[NAME OF ORGANIZATION] has the veterinary relationships, staff capacity, and commitment
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to comply with rigorous, evidence-based requirements. What we cannot survive is a categorical
ban. The animals in our care — healthy, treated, with families waiting — cannot either.

We welcome a direct conversation with your office and your state veterinarian before any policy
escalation occurs. Thank you for your continued work to protect animal and public health in
[STATE].

Respectfully,
[Organization Name]
[Title, Name]

[City, State]

Letter template for unaffected states

Dear [NAME/TITLE],

| am writing as the [JOB TITLE] for NAME OF ORGANIZATION] in [STATE]. For our
organization, interstate animal transport is not a convenience but an operational necessity. It is
how we save lives, manage capacity, and serve our community. The policy decisions being
made right now about New World Screwworm (NWS) will directly shape whether that work can
continue.

I am not here to minimize the threat. NWS is serious, and we share your commitment to
containment. Our organization has increased veterinary oversight, and have trained staff to
identify, report, and treat suspected infestations. We are partners in this response, and we ask
that the regulatory environment reflect that partnership.

Our request is straightforward: adopt a Certificate of Veterinary Inspection-based framework for
companion animal transport, and do not extend restrictions to blanket statewide bans on animal
movement.

A CVI requirement — a licensed veterinarian inspection and signed attestation of freedom from
NWS infestation — provides meaningful protection while preserving the ability to move healthy
animals to homes that are waiting for them. This approach is supported by veterinary and
scientific consensus.

The USDA's guidance for agricultural animals is zone- and inspection-based, not a broad
prohibition, and its National Continuity of Business Movement Guidance explicitly excluded
companion animals from mandatory requirements.

The coalition of shelter medicine programs, veterinary schools, and national animal welfare
organizations that co-authored companion animal NWS guidance reached the same conclusion:
require treatment with long-acting parasiticides, require a CVI with attention to NWS signs, and
confine requirements to infestation zones.
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[NAME OF ORGANIZATION] has the veterinary relationships, staff capacity, and commitment
to comply with rigorous, evidence-based requirements. What we cannot survive is a categorical
ban. The animals relying on our interstate transfer relationships — healthy, treated, with families
waiting — cannot either.

We welcome a direct conversation with your office and your state veterinarian before any policy
escalation occurs. Thank you for your continued work to protect animal and public health in
[STATE].

Respectfully,
[Organization Name]
[Title, Name]

[City, State]

Letter template for states that have enacted blanket bans on importing animals
for the purpose of adoption, fostering, or rescue from affected states

Dear [NAME/TITLE],

| am writing as the [JOB TITLE] for NAME OF ORGANIZATION] in [STATE]. For our
organization, interstate animal transport is not a convenience but an operational necessity. It is
how we save lives, manage capacity, and serve our community. The policy decisions being
made right now about New World Screwworm (NWS) will directly shape whether that work can
continue.

I am not here to minimize the threat. NWS is serious, and we share your commitment to
containment. Our organization has increased veterinary oversight, and have trained staff to
identify, report, and treat suspected infestations. We are partners in this response, and we ask
that the regulatory environment reflect that partnership.

Our request is straightforward: adopt a Certificate of Veterinary Inspection-based framework for
companion animal transport, to replace the current blanket statewide ban on cats and dogs
coming into the state for the purpose of rescue, adoption, and fostering. Cats and dogs should
be treated no differently than other warm-blooded animals in impacted areas.

A CVI requirement — a licensed veterinarian inspection and signed attestation of freedom from
NWS infestation — provides meaningful protection while preserving the ability to move healthy
animals to homes that are waiting for them. This approach is supported by veterinary and
scientific consensus.

The USDA's guidance for agricultural animals is zone- and inspection-based, not a broad
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prohibition, and its National Continuity of Business Movement Guidance explicitly excluded
companion animals from mandatory requirements.

The coalition of shelter medicine programs, veterinary schools, and national animal welfare
organizations that co-authored companion animal NWS guidance reached the same conclusion:
require treatment with long-acting parasiticides, require a CVI with attention to NWS signs, and
confine requirements to infestation zones.

[NAME OF ORGANIZATION] has the veterinary relationships, staff capacity, and commitment
to comply with rigorous, evidence-based requirements. What we cannot survive is a categorical
ban. The animals relying on our interstate transfer relationships — healthy, treated, with families
waiting — cannot either.

We welcome a direct conversation with your office and your state veterinarian about effective
policies and practices that promote public health and animal lifesaving.

Thank you for your continued work to protect animal and public health in [STATE].

Respectfully,
[Organization Name]
[Title, Name]

[City, State]



