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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT: 
NAME 
Direct phone number
Email address

[Your Organization’s Name] Selected for National Cat Lifesaving Initiative
Best Friends Animal Society collaborates with [Your Organization’s Name] to advance lifesaving programs for cats through Community Cat Challenge

[Your city, State] (DATE) ─ [Your Organization’s Name] is one of 13 shelters nationwide selected to participate in the Community Cat Challenge — an innovative national effort to increase cat lifesaving through humane and proven effective programs. 

Led by Best Friends Animal Society, a leading national animal welfare organization working to end the killing of cats and dogs in America’s shelters, the month-long Community Cat Challenge will run from July 1-31, 2025.
[bookmark: _Int_T0oRNkFU]A community cat is a free-roaming cat who lives outdoors and is not owned by any one person, though they may be cared for by one or more members of the community. Through this challenge, shelters across the country participating in this challenge will receive resources and guidance to create or expand community cat programs. These programs humanely manage populations of healthy, free-roaming cats by evaluating them for eligibility, sterilizing, vaccinating, ear-tipping for identification, and returning them to their original location. This proven approach offers a compassionate, cost-effective, data-backed method of controlling cat populations.
Thanks to widespread adoption of community cat programs like those supported in this challenge, the number of cats killed in U.S. shelters dropped by 72.5% between 2016 and 2024 — a significant victory in the fight to save feline lives. But 188,000 cats were still killed in US shelters in 2024, driving the need for this challenge.
“We’re honored to be chosen for the Community Cat Challenge and excited to collaborate with Best Friends Animal Society on this lifesaving initiative,” said [Organization Spokesperson], [Title] at [Your Organization’s Name]. “This support means more cats in [City/County] will stay healthy and safe. It's a lifesaving win for the cats and for our entire community.”

Currently [Your Organization's Name] takes in roughly [Number of Total Cats] each year and has an opportunity to save approximately [Number of What Would be Considered Community Cats] through this initiative. 

“Historically, many free-roaming cats who are well cared for and deeply loved by community members have been considered ‘homeless’ and brought to the shelter, where they are often killed when no one adopts them. It’s a heartbreaking, unnecessary, and ineffective cycle and it doesn’t have to be like that,” said Whitney Bollinger, Director of Strategy & Network Operations, Best Friends Animal Society. “We selected [Your Organization’s Name] for the Community Cat Challenge because of their deep commitment to lifesaving and their readiness to make a real, lifesaving impact by providing veterinary services to these cats and returning them to the residents who love them.”

Throughout July, [Your Organization’s Name] will share updates, success stories, and adoptable cats on social media. Follow along on Facebook [insert link] and Instagram [insert link] to be part of the Community Cat Challenge in action. 

Shelter boilerplate
[Insert your organization’s “who we are and what we do” statement and URL. We suggest this be about three sentences in length.]
About Best Friends Animal Society
Best Friends Animal Society is a leading animal welfare organization dedicated to saving the lives of dogs and cats in America's shelters and making the entire country no-kill. Founded in 1984, Best Friends runs lifesaving facilities and programs nationwide in partnership with more than 5,000 shelters and rescue organizations. From our headquarters in Kanab, Utah, we also operate the nation's largest no-kill animal sanctuary — a destination that brings our mission to life for thousands of visitors each year. We maintain the most comprehensive animal sheltering data in the country and make it accessible to the public — empowering communities with critical insights into the needs of their local shelters and how they can help. We believe every dog and cat deserves a home. And we believe that, by working together, we can Save Them All®.
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