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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact Name	
Phone / E-mail 
 
Governor [Name] Declares [Month] as [Proclamation Name] Month in [State]
Best Friends Animal Society and  [Shelter Name] encourage pet adoptions
 
[city/], [state abbreviation] (date) — Governor [Name] has proclaimed [Month] as Proclamation Name] Month in [State], a critical initiative aimed at making [State] a no-kill* state this year. 
This effort underlines the statewide commitment to save every healthy, treatable dog and cat throughout the state’s shelters — a commitment shared and celebrated by [Organization Name].  
“We commend Governor [Name] for leading this essential effort to save the lives of dogs and cats in [State], and are so excited for the future of pets and people in our state and community,” said [Spokesperson Name/Title]. “No-kill is achievable when we all work together, and we ask that every pet lover in the state join us in that commitment. Everyone can help by adopting or fostering a pet from [Organization Name] or from your local shelter!”
The proclamation reaffirms what’s shown by recent data from Best Friends Animal Society, a leading national animal welfare organization working to end the killing of cats and dogs in America’s shelters: No-kill shelters are on the rise nationwide due to increasing public demand and support to save every healthy and treatable pet.
Best Friends data also shows that nearly two out of three U.S. shelters are already no-kill. Nearly half of the shelters that are not yet no-kill are less than 100 pets away from reaching the milestone. 
[Proclamation Name] encourages [State] residents to work together to make a positive difference in the lives of the state’s pets by adopting, fostering, volunteering, educating, and generating awareness for these pets in need throughout their communities.
Learn about [Organization Name]’s lifesaving initiatives, and the pets available for adoption and fostering, by visiting their website [insert link], and by following [Organization Name] on Facebook [insert link] and Instagram [insert link]. 
To learn more about Best Friends data or how to help take [State] no-kill, visit bestfriends.org.
*No-kill is defined by a 90% save rate for animals entering a shelter and is a meaningful and common-sense benchmark for measuring lifesaving progress. Typically, the number of pets who are suffering from irreparable medical or behavioral issues that compromise their quality of life and prevent them from being rehomed is not more than 10% of all dogs and cats entering shelters. For any community to be no-kill, all stakeholders in that community must work together to achieve and sustain that common goal while prioritizing community safety and good quality of life for pets as guiding no-kill principles. This means cooperation among animal shelters, animal rescue groups, government agencies, community members and other stakeholders, all committed to best practices and protocols.
Shelter boilerplate
[Insert your organization’s “who we are and what we do” statement and URL. We suggest this be about three sentences in length.]
About Best Friends Animal Society 
Best Friends Animal Society is a leading animal welfare organization dedicated to saving the lives of dogs and cats in America's shelters and making the entire country no-kill. Founded in 1984, Best Friends runs lifesaving facilities and programs nationwide in partnership with more than 5,500 shelters and rescue organizations. From our headquarters in Kanab, Utah, we also operate the nation's largest no-kill animal sanctuary — a destination that brings our mission to life for thousands of visitors each year. We maintain the most comprehensive animal sheltering data in the country and make it accessible to the public — empowering communities with critical insights into the needs of their local shelters and how they can help. We believe every dog and cat deserves a home. And we believe that, by working together, we can Save Them All®.
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