BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND PARK
ORDINANCE NO. 19-1990

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 114 OF THE “CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
HIGHLAND PARK, 2010” TO ENACT A NEW ARTICLE IV TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OF
DOGS OR CATS FROM “PUPPY MILLS”

WHEREAS, a significant number of puppies and kittens sold at pet shops come from
large-scale, commercial breeding facilities where the health and welfare of the animals are not
adequately provided for ("puppy mills" and "kitten mills," respectively). According to The
Humane Society of the United States, it is estimated that 10,000 puppy mills produce more than
2,400,000 puppies a year in the United States and that most pet shop dogs and cats come from
puppy mills and kitten mills.

WHEREAS, the documented abuses endemic to puppy and kitten mills include over-
breeding; inbreeding; minimal to non-existent veterinary care; lack of adequate and nutritious
food, water and shelter; lack of socialization; lack of adequate space; and lack of adequate
exercise.
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his or her choice directly frompaféreed-specific rescue organization or shelter, or from a hobby
breeder where the consumer can see directly the conditions in which the dogs and cats are bred
or can confer directly with the hobby breeder concerning those conditions; and

WHEREAS, this governing body believes it is in the best interests of the Borough to
adopt reasonable regulations to reduce costs to Borough and its residents, protect the citizens
of the Borough who may purchase cats or dogs from a pet shop or other business
establishment, help prevent inhumane breeding conditions, promote community awareness of
animal welfare and foster a more humane environment in the Borough.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDAINED by the Highland Park Borough Council,
Middlesex County as follows:

Chapter 114 of “Code of the Borough of Highland Park, 2010”, Chapter 14 is amended
by adding thereto the following new Article IV, which shall read as follows:

Article IV. Restriction on Sale of Cats and Dogs by Pet Shops.
1. Section 114-38. Definitions:

As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:



ANIMAL CARE FACILITY means an animal control center or animal shelter, maintained
by or under contract with any state, county or municipality, whose mission and practice is, in
whole, or significant part, the rescue and placement of animals in permanent homes.

ANIMAL RESCUE ORGANIZATION means any not-for-profit organization which has
tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code, whose
mission and practice is, in whole or in significant part, the rescue and placement of animals in
permanent homes.

CAT means a member of a species of domestic cat, Felis catus.
DOG means a member of a species of domestic dog, Canis familiaris.

OFFER FOR SALE means to sell offer for sale or adoption, advertise for the sale of,
barter, auction, give away or otherwise dispose of a dog or cat. ,

PET SHOP means a retail establishment where dogs and cats are sold, exchanged,
bartered or offered for sale as pet animals to the general public at retail. Such definition shall
not include an animal care facility or animal rescue organization, as defined.
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5. This Ordinance
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Jennifer Santiago, Deputy Clerk Gayle Birill Mittler, Mayor



