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City of Ball Ground, Georgia 
	

Sec.	6-2.	-	Definitions.		

As used in this article, the term:  

Animal care facility means an animal control center or animal shelter, maintained by or under 
contract with any state, county or municipality, whose mission and practice is, in whole, or in significant 
part, the rescue and placement of animals in permanent homes or rescue organizations.  

Animal rescue organization means any not for profit organization which has tax exempt status under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code, whose mission and practice is, in whole or 
in significant part, the rescue and placement of animals in permanent homes.  

Cat means a member of the species of domestic cat, Felis catus.  

Dog means a member of the species of domestic dog, Canis familiaris.  

Pet shop means a retail establishment where dogs and cats are sold, exchanged, bartered or offered 
for sale as pet animals to the general public at retail. Such definition shall not include an animal care 
facility or animal rescue organization, as defined.  

Sec.	6-2-1	-	Restrictions	on	the	sale	of	animals.		

(a)  A pet shop may not sell, deliver, offer for sale, barter, auction, or otherwise dispose of dogs or cats, 
but may offer for adoption only those dogs and cats that the pet shop has obtained from or displays 
in cooperation with:  

(1)  An animal care facility; or  

(2)  An animal rescue organization.  

(b)  A pet shop shall not offer for adoption a dog or cat that is younger than eight weeks old.  

Sec.	6-2-2	-	Recordkeeping	and	disclosures.		

(a)  A pet shop shall maintain records sufficient to document the source of each dog or cat the pet shop 
acquires, for at least one year following the date of acquisition. Such records shall be made available 
immediately upon request by the city manager, the chief of police, or any authorized designee of 
these city officials.  

(b)  A pet shop that offers space for the adoption of dogs or cats shall post, in a conspicuous location on 
the cage or enclosure of each such animal, a sign listing the name of the animal care facility or 
animal rescue organization from which the pet shop acquired each dog or cat.  

(c)  Each dog or cat offered for adoption in violation of this section shall constitute a separate offense. 
Each recordkeeping violation under this section regarding a particular dog or cat shall constitute a 
separate offense. Each failure to post a sign as required by this section regarding a particular dog or 
cat shall constitute a separate offense.  


